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Headline: Highways Dept takes aim at slow drivers

ROADS

Highways Dept takes aim at slow drivers

POST REPORTERS

Slow driving in designated fast lanes is
becoming a major cause of road acci-
dents in Thailand, according to the
Highways Department.

Sarawut Songsivilai, the depart-
ment's director-general, said 30% of car
accidents on highways are caused by
motorists driving too slowly in the far-
right lane, which has been designated
for fast-moving vehicles.

That made it the No.2 cause of

accidents, following cars veering
off roads which account for 45%
of accidents.

“Ifamotoristin an outerlane is driv-
ing slowly the driver behind will try to
pass on the inside lane where his view
of trafficin front will be obscured, which
often leads to cars colliding,” he said.

“Proposed newspeed limits for outer
lanes will be clearly marked and are
designed to lower the chances of side-
swiping or rear-ending,” he added.

Mr Sarawut said this is in line with

the Transport Ministry’s plan to cut
car accidents.

The ministry is reportedly looking at
raising the speed limit for the outer lane
on major roads and highways to at least
90kph. The new speed limit reportedly
will be introduced on roads with four
lanes or more.

Currently, the speed limit on such
roads, mostly in cities, is 80kph. Once
new limits are in place, slow drivers will
face legal penalties on par with speed-
ing offenders.
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