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Headline: New highway in Tak set to open in 2019

Clip: Black/White

New highway
in Tak set to
open in 2019

ASAWIN PINITWONG

A four-lane highway, stretching 86 kilo-
metres in Tak province, is scheduled for
completion next year with over 70% of con-
struction having been finished.

Sanit Thongma, director of the Tak High-
way District 2 (Mae Sot), said yesterday the
construction of the Tak-Mae Sot Highway
was allotted into four sections, of which the
first three, stretching 60km in total, have
been completed so far.

The remaining 26km is expected to be
finished by next year.

The fourth section will run from tambon
Pha Wo, tambon Dan Mae Lamao where an
elevated road will also be built, the Huai Ya
U checkpoint, to Doi Kha, all in Mae Sot
district, Mr Sanit said.

The highway is part of transport routes
under the East-West Economic Corridor
(EWEC), an economic development pro-
gramme initiated in order to promote
developmentand integration between four
Southeast Asian countries, namely Myan-
mar, Thailand, Laos and Viemam.

Mr Sanit said that after the highway is
officially opened, it will help boost trans-
national trade and local tourism as well as
shorten journey times.

The improved infrastructure will help
reduce traffic accidents, particularly at Doi
Ruak in Mae Sot district which has seen a
number of crashes in the past, while several
service areas lining the highway will enable
motorists to take breaks, he said.

The Department of Highways has accel-
erated the construction of the Tak-Mae
Sot Highway in order to link with other
new routes to the Second Thai-Myanmar
Friendship Bridge.

The highway will also connect with sev-
eral key routes valued at over one billion
baht under the supervision of the Depart-
ment of Rural Roads.

Major transportinfrastructure develop-
ment, including rail lines, is being under-
taken in Mae Sot district to boost its role
as a Special Economic Zone (SEZ) under
the Asean Economic Community (AEC),
formed in 2015.

Transport routes will link the dis-
trict with Myawaddy, an adjacent town
in Myanmar.

Besides the EWEC, the government
has also implemented the North-West
Economic Corridor (NWEC), which
covers Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, China
and Vietnam.
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