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Transport Ministry Offers
Explanation behind Bangkok
Bus Fare Rise

ares for public buses and
F ‘passenger vans were officially
allowed to increase since April 22,
following an approval of the Central
Land Transport Control Board on
December 14, 2018.

Arkhom Termpittayapaisith, Minister of
Transport has assured that the
decision to raise fares has been
carefully deliberated and taken into
consideration of the future expansion
of the service, the "operation'al cost
as well as the upcoming rises in the
price of NGV (natural gas vehicle),
which is commonly used for public

transportation.

Mr. Arkhom élso assured that the fare
rise is not excessive, considering that
Bangkok Mass Transit Authority
(BMTA), which operates most public
bus services in Greater Bangkok, has
been collecting fares below the level
allowed since 2015. He added that the
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new round of increase will be
implemented in two phases, including
April 22, 2019 and April 22, 2020, in
order to alleviate the impact of higher

bus fares borne by the public.

Under the latest fare rise approval,
privately-operated passenger vans are
also allowed to increase their fares to
a maximum of 1.20 baht per kilometer
for the first 20 kilometers and a
maximum of 0.80 baht per kilometer
for subsequent distance. For pick-up
passenger vehicles, which are also
privately-operated. fares cannot E:e

higher than 11 baht per ride.

Travelers on provincial routes,
operated by Trapsport Company
Limited, have also been paying 10%

more under the new fare structure.

Now that new fares are in effect, the
Transport Ministry is planning to work
with BMTA and all involved private
companies to procure new vehicles
and improve their services to justify

higher fares and ensure public

satisfaction.
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